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Hawaiõi TESOL, the local affili-

ate of TESOL (Teachers of 

English to Speakers of Other 

Languages, Inc.), is a non-

profit organization dedicated 

to building a community of 

professionals teaching Eng-

lish as a Second Language 

(ESL) in the state of Hawaiõi. 
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website at:  

 

www.hawaii  
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Synopsis of the Annual Business Meeting  

By: Masaki Seo, President  

     On Friday, April 18, 2008, a small group 

of dedicated Hawaiôi TESOL officers and 

members gathered at the wonderful cam-

pus of Hawaiôi Pacific University for the an-

nual business meeting. Attendees enjoyed a 

delicious local plate lunch from Dreamers 

Home Style Café, and spent the first hour of 

the event socializing and catching up with 

each other.  This year, we once again used 

Skype in order to accommodate long dis-

tance participants.  A group of teachers 

from Brigham Young University Hawaiôi 

(Perry Christensen, Elise Fader, Elisa Hunt, 

and Aubrey Olsen) and Jeff Mehring from 

the Big Island teleconferenced into the 

event.   
      During the business portion of the meet-

ing, board members reported on the organi-

zationõs activities in 2007 and early 2008.  

Mark Wolfersberger, the vice-president 

opened and led the agenda of the meetings.  

I, Masaki Seo, the president, began with a 

look back at Hawaiôi TESOLõs first three 

events of the year, the annual social on Sep-

tember 24, 2007 at McCoy Pavilion, the 

practical workshops on November 8 at 

Kapiôolani Community College and the Uni-

versity of Hawaiôi at Hilo (the first teleconfer-

enced event in the history of our organiza-

tion), and the 

conference 

on February 

23, 2008 at 

Kapiôolani 

Community 

College.     

     At the 

beginning of 

the aca-

demic year, 

one of the 

goals we set 

was to connect Hawaiôi TESOL members 

across the state and to build a membership 

base in the neighbor islands.  The telecon-

ferenced event has been an activity that has 

been discussed among the board members 

(Continued on page 2) 

Mark Wolfersberger,  

Vice President, led the meeting.   

A Note from the Big Island  

By: Sherri Fujita,  Recipient of  

the 2008 Hawaii TESOL Travel Grant  

     We have a thriv-

ing but small ESL 

community in Hilo. 

Between the Univer-

sity of Hawaii, Hilo 

and Hawaii Commu-

nity College, we 

have a fair number 

of people engaged 

in international edu-

cation, and a 

healthy number of 

international stu-

dents. 

     However, one of the things that I miss 

most about living in a big city is the proximity 

and convenience of opportunities for profes-

sional development. I envy those of you who 

live on Oahu and can simply hop in your car 

or on the bus and attend a workshop or con-

ference. You have very little added expense, 

and you can probably get out of bed at 

roughly the same time in the morning. How 

easy! You have so many great opportunities. 

     I was incredibly lucky to have been cho-

sen to receive the Travel Grant to attend this 

yearõs Hawaii TESOL conference. Receiving 

(Continued on page 5) 

Sherri Fujita gave a 

workshop at the Hawaii 

TESOL Conference.   
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for many years but was never pursued 

for various reasons.  This year, with the 

support of Mr. Shawn Ford, Ms. Laura 

Kimoto, the faculty of Kapiôolani Commu-

nity College, and the University of Hawaiôi 

at Hilo, we finally could host a teleconfer-

enced event.  We would like to continue 

organizing a teleconferenced event in 

November and are planning to expand 

the networks to Maui, Kauai, and other 

islands in subsequent years.    

     Next, I added more detail about the 

success of the 2008 conference along 

with positive feedback on conference 

evaluation forms. More details of the 

annual conference can be found in this 

issue of The Word (see page 4).  

Throughout a brief informal survey at the 

Social in September, we found that job 

hunting and employment were the top 

concerns shared by our members.  As a 

result, we were able to feature a job fair 

and employment panel at the annual 

conference in February.  We would like to 

thank all the people who contributed 

their time to support the first job fair in 

the history of our organization.  Due to 

the interest of many participants, we will 

try our best to continue this event.   

     A report from the membership secre-

tary showed that the organization has 

135 paid members, an increase from 99 

members in 2007 (Detailed information 

can be found on page 15).  Another goal 

we set at the beginning of the academic 

year was to recruit more members.  A 

report from the membership secretary 

last year showed a significant drop in 

new membership, especially among stu-

dents.  Thus, in the previous year, we 

have tried our best to recruit more stu-

dent members from all the major TESOL 

programs, as well as from the Depart-

ment of Education.  Furthermore, the 

numbers of DOE teachers have in-

creased from 2 to 9. Since our mission is 

to build a community of professional 

teaching ESL in the State of Hawaiôi, and 

to promote the highest standards in em-

ployment and instruction, improve pro-

fessional support and interaction, and 

increase public and government recogni-

tion of the ESL field, we would like to 

continue supporting current and future 

teachers of ESL and are hoping that it 

will help all the ESL students in Hawaiôi.   

     Jeff Mehring, the treasurer, reported 

that Hawaiôi TESOLõs finances are in 

good shape as we close the 2008-2009 

fiscal year ($10,314.76 as  for March 

2008).  More information can be found 

on page 15.  

     A special report concluded the busi-

ness discussion.  Yoneko Kanaoka and 

Mark Wolfersberger, attendees of the 

TESOL Ukraine get-together in New York, 

briefly reported about their meeting with 

representatives from our sister affiliate.  

More details of the TESOL Ukraine get-

together can be found in this issue of 

The Word (see page3).   

     Finally, Adam Pang, recipient of the 

Hawaiôi TESOL Travel Grant, briefly 

shared his experience at the 2008 TE-

SOL Convention in New York, where he 

also presented.  Other Hawaiôi TESOL 

members who attended the convention, 

Elise Fader, Yoneko Kanaoka, and Mark 

Wolfersberger, also shared their experi-

ences briefly due to time constraints.   

     At the end of the business meeting, 

elections were held for the 2008-2009 

Hawaiôi TESOL executive board.  Con-

gratulations to new officers Lisa Kawai 

(Layout Editor of The Word) and Kyung 

Hee Choi and Reggie Gentry (Program 

Committee Members).  Welcome, Lisa, 

Kyung Hee, and Reggie, and mahalo to 

all continuing board members.  Results 

of the election are posted on page 15. 

     Lastly, Hawaiôi TESOL will finish the 

year with our final event in May: the Lan-

guage Experience, featuring the Ameri-

can Sign Language.  Now, I would like to 

thank all of the board members and Ha-

waiôi TESOL members for helping our 

organization run well.  At the end of May 

2008, I will be stepping down from the 

presidency.  I became a member of Ha-

waiôi TESOL in 2002 as I entered the 

bachelorõs program in TESL at Hawaiôi 

Pacific University and began volunteering 

at various Hawaiôi TESOL events.  In the 

summer of 2005, I originally joined the 

Hawaiôi TESOL board as a co-editor of 

The Word immediately after I received 

my BA degree in TESL.  Then, I served as 

layout editor and vice president until the 

former president, Randi, called me on 

one early Sunday morning in January 

2007.   Her sudden and unexpected an-

nouncement about her intention to leave 

Hawaiôi took me by surprise and changed 

my entire life.  Until that point, my role 

was to follow what other board members 

decided and to help out the events, but 

as a president, I had to take extraordi-

nary responsibilities toward the events, 

which was sometimes challenging as a 

non-native speaker of English and as a 

recent BA graduate and a current MA 

candidate who has little experience in 

the field of TESOL.  I had some moments 

when I nearly wanted to escape 

(especially at the point, my computer 

crashed and lost nearly all the files for 

the Hawaiôi TESOL events).  Whenever I 

had difficulties, the Hawaiôi TESOL board 

members kindly assisted me and posi-

tively contributed their ideas, hands, ef-

forts, and everything that they could do.  

I truly appreciate all of their support, and 

I also thank all the Hawaiôi TESOL mem-

bers who have supported and attended 

our events.  Without all of your enthusi-

astic presence, I would not be able to 

continue to serve as a president. Honto 

ni arigatoo gozaimashita (Thank you very 

much).  I will continue helping Hawaiôi 

TESOL, but now, our new president, Mark 

Wolfersberger, will lead another success-

ful Hawaii TESOL season.  Have a won-

derful summer, and see you at the Open-

ing Social in September!   

(Continued from page 1) 

HITESOL Event News  

Business Meeting (Cont.)  

Adam Pang, recipient of the Hawaiôi TE-

SOL Travel Grant, talked about his experi-

ence in New York.   

Mahalo Nui Loa!! 

President , Masaki Seo 


